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You're listening to think right revised episode 69. Hey there, and welcome to think right revised a podcast that offers a peek behind the scenes of productive writing life. I'm your host. Dr. Kate Linder in this episode. I thought I would talk a little bit about my recent decision to pull out of one of my book projects.

Um, and I think it's worth sharing a little bit about how I came to understand that this was not the right project for right now for me to be working on and just like how it came about that. I pulled out of it. So this is definitely a lesson in the idea of just because you can do something doesn't mean you should and um the farther I get along in my academic writing and publication career.

The more projects come along for me that I could definitely do them. They wouldn't even necessarily be that difficult for me to do. But um, I'm having to make some kind of important decisions at this point about where I want my time to go. So, um, this was a project that originally my editor requested it, um and wanted me to work on it as part of the series that I'm editing and was hoping that I would pitch a project to her for that.

And so I pitched it and um, the the editorial um group that kind of makes these decisions for my publisher decided that they felt like it was a better fit for the general catalog. And um, so that was not the original goal of what the book was supposed to be but I kind of went with it. Was like, okay.

Well, I guess we can make that work and I was working with a co-author who at the time, um, really felt like she needed this book. So there was a little bit of pressure on that side of me wanting to kind of help out this colleague of mine who I really enjoy working with and that was actually one of the big draws to the project for me was co-writing it with this person.

Um, but then uh, her schedule kind of started to shift a little bit in terms of what her goals were and what she was trying to do this summer and she was kind of willing to pull out herself like she was feeling like this wasn't necessarily what she needed to be working on right now in terms of her own kind of career goals and um, Also, we got some feedback from the publisher that they just had some kind of bigger questions about what we were including content-wise in the book and some um critiques of that that I actually really agreed with when I read the critiques.

I was like, you're totally right like I completely agree that I don't feel like this is kind of new or fresh or adding anything to the the conversation. So there are a few different questions. I think that come out of this in terms of helping you to make decisions around whether or not this is kind of the right project for you as you're moving forward.

And the first question is kind of what is the larger Y for the project and um, the larger why originally for this project was it was my editors request so it did not originate with me, which I think is kind of a red flag. Um, I certainly came up with a book idea but it wasn't something that was like, I was really passionate about I felt really driven about I was just.

Like trying to fulfill an obligation and um, that's something that I think is not enough if you're working on a book and trying to move a project forward like this. Um, you need to have a certain level of motivation that's really intrinsic and is coming from inside of you. So that's the second question is how motivated are you?

How passionate are you about this particular project? And when I think back to all of my books, you know, my first book was based on my dissertation, which I loved and I had so much fun turning that into a book. My second book was based on Blended course design and I was so excited to kind of help faculty to do this process.

It's very process-oriented workbook style all the things that I'm really passionate about. In terms of teaching and learning and integrating technology into the classroom. Um, my third book was really based on the journey. I took myself and trying to figure out how to be a professional online and what that meant and that book felt really personal for me in some ways because it was the one that I wanted, um moving forward like I wish I'd had it when I was trying to cut of um, rejuvenate my own professional self online and what that looked like, And then my fourth book was all about academic alternative academic careers, which has been my entire career, um has been alternative academics and um, I wanted to have again a resource out there that I wish I had had when I was a little bit younger, so.

There were clear motivations for each of those projects and not really a clear motivation for this one other than fulfilling this obligation to add something to the series and I would rather wait until I have something to add the series that I feel really strongly about and that I'm passionate about.

Um, so that was definitely a question that I asked myself. The other question I think that's really important is do you feel like you have something to say about this particular topic and this goes back a little bit to the level of passion. Do you feel like you have something unique that you can contribute to the conversation that other people would be really missing out if they didn't hear your story or if they didn't hear, um the kinds of information that you can pull together in your own unique way, and I definitely felt that way about.

These four book projects that I've worked on up to this point. I felt like I had a unique contribution that I could make that I had a lot of information that I could share that maybe other people, um could be helped by and so I definitely felt like I had something to say in the case of each of those projects.

I also think it's really important as you're deciding about whether to stay or go with a particular project is to think about what new opportunities the project will give you and in the case of this book. Um, This fifth book project. It was opportunities that I kind of I'm not really interested in.

I like it could be opportunities to speak about the topics that were related to the the book's theme that we were um adding into the proposal but I don't really know that I want to speak on those topics and I don't know that if if there were opportunities or things that came out of that book for me.

I wouldn't really be excited to pursue them and that that's a huge red flag for me as well. Because with all of the book projects I've done so far. They've really been a driver for my side business in terms of what I speak about in terms of what I create courses around what I coach people around and this was not a topic that I I just kind of felt a hesitation about wanting to move forward with it and I didn't really feel like it was going to give me a new opportunity that I could really Embrace.

So that's definitely something to consider. And then the last question that I really asked myself and this turned out to be the one that was probably the most important for me is what will this project take me away from that I could be working on if I wasn't working on this and I already had a sixth book idea waiting in the wings, um, and actually kind of a sixth and a seventh book idea waiting in the wings.

And then my whole concept of radical self-trust was also being developed and that to me feels like a book as well. Um, and so knowing that I would have to kind of set those things aside in order to get this done and it would probably take a year of my life, um to get this done usually takes me about nine months to write a book then I have revisions and book marketing and you know, all those kinds of things that come after it.

Um, that was really the deciding factor for me. I was not willing to give up that amount of writing X. And writing engagement that I could be giving to these other projects that I feel really passionate about. So I will definitely be talking about those other projects at some point on this show.

Um, but I think that it was just a key deciding factor for me that gave me a lot of clarity in terms of where I want to prioritize. Um, and how I can kind of align the things that I feel are important for me right now with the actions. I'm taking in my my writing life and my work. So if you're trying to decide if a big project is right for you, these are some questions that you might want to think about and again just because I could do it.

Doesn't mean that I should do it and um as you get to a point in your career where you've done a lot of things you have a lot of experience. There's just going to be opportunities that come your way that you may be kind of intrigued by it, but it could be better to say no to them in the long run.

So, um, that's a little bit about why I pulled out of book five and some of my guiding questions for that. Um, as always I'm happy to answer questions that you might have about this or other things related to academic writing and Publishing. You can always email me at contacted Katie or tweet to me at Katie double underscore lender to let me know if there's something that you want me to cover on the show.

Thanks so much for listening to this week's episode. I'm Katie Linder and I'll be back next week with another one. Thanks for listening to this episode of think right revised show notes and a transcript for this episode can be found at Katie podcasts think right revised is part of the radical self-trust podcast Channel a collection of content dedicated to helping you seek self-knowledge nurture your superpowers playfully experiment live your core values with intention practice loving kindness towards yourself and others and settle into your life's purpose.

Learn more about the rst channel at Katie podcast. If you found this episode helpful, please also consider rating and or reviewing the show in iTunes. Thanks for listening.

